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GENIUS oF THE LAKES 


2 
NORTH OF ENGLAND. 


| Ye ſmiling band 
Of youths and virgins, who through all the maze 
Of young deſire with rival ſteps purſue 
T his charm of beauty; if the pleaſing toil 
Can yield a moment's reſpite, hither turn 
Your favourable car, and truſt my words. 
| ; Pleaſures of the Imagination, B. 1, 


| LONDON: 
: Printed for the Author; 


And fold by Ricwanpsox and UrxqunarT, under the Royal Exchange; 
J. Rosso, New Bond Street; and W. PxnaixnGcTON, Kendal. 
1780. 
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AD VERTIS EME N T. 


FJ WV the following Ode came to be written it is not here 
needful to ſay: But being written, and the author con- 
curring in opinion with ſome of his friends, that it might yield 
an innocent amuſement to the votaries of a faſhionable and inno- 
cent object, he conſented to have it publiſhed, Moved fimply by 
this hope, he throws the piece only into the way of actual touriſts, 
And though he is not inſenſible of the pleaſure of being found a 
ſucceſsful admirer of the muſes, yet he diſclaims the idea of 
offering it to the public as a literary production. If be 
can manage his ſubject ſo as to make it entertaining, he will 


bave gained an end held tod valuable by his feelings to allow of 
any regret for the loſs of ſuperior praiſe. | 
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GENIUS or THE LAK E S. 


I. 
AIL, O thou! whoſe riſing fame 
Unufual progreſs makes, 
Thou, whom Fancy hence ſhall name 
The Genius of the Lakes; 
The Muſe, who ever loves to trace 
Whate'er is fair on Nature's face, 
And ſee, though long with clouds o' ercaſt, 
Neglected worth ſhine forth at laſt, 


And 


* Gray, Youno, PENNAN T, and HuTcninsoN, deſcribe a part of the Lakes 
and their accompanyments mentioned in this poem; but the moſt complete and 


circumſtantial account of them may be ſeen in the new edition of the Gold To 
THE LAKES juſt publiſhed, 


ODE TO THE GENIUS 


And ſimple taſte and truth prevail, 
Greets thee well, and bids thee haill 
And if the ſtrain may interpoſe 

Aught form'd to ſooth, or gently cloſe 
One beauteous effort of thy ſkill, 

Let the Muſe her aim fulfil, 


Let her unſold, drawn from the dorian lyre, 


1 | What thy bright ſylvan groves, and varying fate inſpire. 


II. 
Long ere theſe happier days of genuine tafte, 


Which give thy magic ſcenes encomium due, 
Through many an age, with like enchantment grac'd, 


Thy rills kept tinkling, and thy thickets grew ; 


Yet this was felt by few: 
Unconſcious of their matchleſs charms, 
Unſkill'd in ſcenic art, 
B And how rcfin'd perception warms 
\ Whate'er can touch the heart, 


Then, ſave the Joy which gen'ral nature yields, 


The ſwain with fervour flight ſurvey'd thy beauteous fields. 
5 | | f 2 
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III. 
Still, howe' er, without regret, 
Thou'dſt ply thy plaſtic ſkill; 
Toil but ſeems an caſy debt, 
When fancy has its will. 
To form thy wat'ry rounds complete, 
By prototypes ſupremely neat, 
And give them what might challenge fame, 
Though ne'er beſtow'd, was all thy aim: 
Content, the while, with ſelf-applauſe, 
Beauty's charms, and ſoft repole. 
Thus innate worth ſtill acts her part, 
The beſt ſpectator her own heart; 
And thus, though o'er the ſylvan green, 
Full many a flowret bluſh unſeen, * 
Yet oft theſe blooms, once notic'd, have been found, 
The pride of Flora's hoſt, and through the world renown'd. 
IV. 
And now, when bright thy day of honour dawns, 
Which quells the darkſome ſhades of many a year, 


What wond'ring crouds, to trace thy fairy lawns, 


At Summer's call, in gayeſt trim appear | 
C Sure 
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Sure this is praiſe ſincere! 
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See o'er thy rocks, along thy glades, 


Md 


1 They rove with raptur'd eye; 
1 Now mark thy rills, and bold caſcades, 
Or ſcale ſome mountain high; 
Inſpir'd by Taſte, to Nature's int'reſts true, 
They deem all labour light, which brings thy charms to view. 


' Yearly honours ſuch as theſe 
Muſt gratitude inſpire 
Thou, whoſe pleaſure is to pleaſe, 
I know wilt feel its fire. 

And, O when, with ſickneſs pale, 
Some virgin ſeeks thy balmy gale, 
Or hopeleſs, cheerleſs lover ſees 
His vigour waſte by ſlow degrees, 
While Nature in the dim ſunk eye 
Bids Art its ſpeedieſt help apply; 


*_—— a 
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Then thy breezes wing with health :— 
To chear their minds, as if by ſtealth, 

Thy ſoothing pictures interpoſe, 

And hide Remembrance from its woes! 


So ſhall aſſiduous Fame with joy relate, 
Around thy realms ſo gay, health's faireſt pleaſures wait. 


VI. 


See, from the hills toſt onward to the plains, 
Streams white with foam down rocky channels leap, 
Till join'd the lake, ſome fretful ſpeed remains, 
But there, at once, they all in quiet ſleep. 
Peace ſmiles upon the deep! 
So, many a train of buſy cares, 
Which hurt the human mind, 
In Taſte's fair boſom, unawares, 
A ſoft oblivion find; 
With gentleſt lapſe Life's mingled waters glide, 
And fair reflected ſkies ſtill gild the placid tide. 
| Twilight 
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VII. | 
Twilight now has o'er each ſcene 
Her dubious ſhadows thrown, 
Straight the ſportive fays convene 
To gambol on the lawn. 
By dew-bruſh'd footſteps, round _ round, 
Still their pranks next morn are found; 
And oft ſome glimpſe of real array 
Daunts the lone ſhepherd on his way. 
| Hal heard ye not from Bowpar-sToONE 
The ſpell-fixt ghoſt its fate bemoan? 
And clearer ſtill (born on the breeze 
Which waves thoſe dank o'er-hanging trees, 
As ever toſt from ſteep to ſteep) 
LawpoRE's tormented ſpirit weep 
While, fir'd with rage, on Sx1ppaw's clouded head, 
Dæmons of awful might diſplay their thund'ring tread? 


VIII. 
Tales ſuch as theſe, which minds uncultur'd view 


As half the ſource of nature's myſtic laws, 
Erſt o'er thy glades factitious horrours threw, 


Till thoughts more juſt with ſcience' ſun aroſe; 
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And then the fabled cauſe, 
No longer mighty to alarm, 
But leagu'd with fancy gay, 
Gave many a note of wilder charm 
To deck the ſylvan lay; 
Gave thy fair paths new topics to engage 


The ſtrains of ſprightlier wit, or contemplation fage. 


IX. 


Now the muſe, O power divine! 
Upborn on bolder wing, 

Sces ſtern Winter's frowns decline; 

| She ſees returning Spring. 
No more the hills are wreath'd with ſnow; 
The ſhudd'ring tempeſts ceaſe to blow; 
And the ſoft enliv'ning gales 

Gently cheer the ſprouting vales; 

While, to new-deck each lov'd domain, 
Thou begin'ſt thy toils again; 

D To 
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To ſtrew the groves and meads with flowers, 
To hang freſh foliage o'er the bowers, 
To ſmooth the lakes, and, all day long, 

Give rapture to ſome linnet's ſong ; 

Then ſoftly o'er th* extended landſcape throw 

The warm æthereal hues bright ſummer ſuns beſtow. 


X, 


But ſmall this art to the creative ſway, 
Which ſcoop'd the beds where countleſs ſtreams unite; 


Firſt form'd the lawns, and, round the varying bay, 


Scatter'd the oaks with arms of giant might; 

And what elſe ſtrikes the fight: 
1 The foaming torrent head-long ſent, 
| The grey rock's ivy'd face, 

Some cliff tremendous, forward bent, 

Or grotto's dim receſs, 

Till, next, as if to guard theſe objects dear, 
Th' encircling mountains huge their tow'ring heads uprear. 


Lol 
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XI. | 
Lo! thy wand'ring eye to pleaſe, 
O'er Tnuxsrox's “ ſmooth expanſe, 
Verg'd with lawns of tufted trees, 
The lightſome ſun-beams dance. 


1 3 — 


On WINS DbERMUERE's long: ſcatter'd iſles 

Though KIRks TON frown, fair OxRREST ſmiles. 
Chearſul WyTHoe waves his woods: 

And round Drzwenrt's glaſſy floods, 

With many a fringed glade between, 

FaLcoNn's cliffs ſublime are ſeen. 

And hark! to greet thy ear, remote 

(While nearer flows the ſtock-dove's note) 
Down HarTER-HILLs, and SWARTH-FELL ftcep, 


A thouſand humming cataracts ſweep; 


_— — EU 
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The eagles ſcream on GLaramara high, 


And ULLs' grand echoing ſounds reverb'rate through the ſky. 


XII. | 
Though CLaupt and Rosa join their utmoſt art, 9 
f ; Though greater BROWN his rich invention ſtrain, 
ol They only prove thy views a charm impart 


Tis right to copy, but to rival, vain. 


80 


® Otherwiſe Coxis rox. 
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So fares what poets feign: 
The vale of Tempe, fields that ſmile 
With gay Elyſian flowers, 
Or what might young reſtraint beguile 
In Amara's jealous bowers; [*] 
Theſe ſcenes of labour'd fancy ill convey 
What thy fair tints and forms at ev'ry ſtep diſplay. 


XIII. 


Happy, ſure, in theſe retreats 

To ply the ſhepherd's trade! 
(If the ſweets be native ſweets 

Then ſtill more happy made;) 
At morn, as o'er the mountain's head 
Slow-pacing clouds their vapours ſpread, 
Along the breezy heights to ſtray, 
While nibbling flocks roam all the way, 
And hear below the ſky-lark's note 


Blyth mixing with the horn remote; 


At 


[ * See Paradiſe Leſt, B. 4. line 281, ] 
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At noon, in ſome lone ſhady dell 


The legend's wond'rous tale to ſpell 
Faſt by the brooks; and then, at eve, 
If ſome dear Lucy but give leave, 
Pipe to the echos, till bright Heſper's ray 
Shine o'er the duſky hills, where ſunk the god of day. 


XIV. 


But happier far, when here ſome youthful mind, 
4 Sanguine through hope, and nature's prompt defire, 
With raptur'd eye, and fancy unconfin'd, 
Drinks the deep magic of the muſe's lyre: 
And oft with daring fire, 
Himſelf attempts to make its ſtrings, 
With thrilling tones ſuggeſt, 
The high-born images of things, 
That warm the poet's breaſt; 
That, worthy of the ſcenes from whence they roſe, 


Wich charms of genuine grace might win deſerv'd applauſe. 
At | | E Grateful 
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. XV. 
Grateful to each lib'ral glow, 
And truth's inſpiring flame, 
To thy happy ſoil we owe 
Full many an honour'd name. 
There the pious G1Lein ſpent 
His early youth of ſerious bent, 
And Sand's, and Gißsox, Mills renown'd, 
Skill'd in ſcripture lore profound. 
The various realms of claſſic taſte 
Thy AcLionsy and Hupson grac'd. 
And learning's ampleſt ſtores we find, 
In BarxLow's deep retentive mind; 
While, dear to ſcience, thou may'ſt claim 
The higheſt praiſe from CHauzERS' name, 
And Hin, “ who had he reach'd maturer age 
Th' admiring world had ſcen a ſecond NewrTon ſage. 


XVI. 
Nor dumb the Muſe. To Cuupria's liſt'ning ſwains, 
RELPII ſweetly warbles on his ivy-leaf; + 
Who but applauds when TickET pours his ſtrains, 


And BROWN gives energy to ſcenic grief ? 


„ Joskrn SowtRBy., See his name in the ſecond of the following notes. 


+ Alluding more particularly to his paſtorals in the CumBERLAND dialect. 


And 


CCC 


And ah! what ſoft reprieve 
To the more tender throbs of care 
Do Lax HORN E's notes convey, 
As down the vale of Eden fair 
They wind their tuneful way | # 
And, were it meet to dwell on living fame, 


Still do thy ſtudious ſons high Attic honours claim, 


XVII. 


Objects three the duly wile 
With raptur'd eye explore, 
Things material, Moral ties, 
And Revelation's lore. 
As each unfolds a world complete, 
Where all that's fit and comely meet, 
So each on cach, through kindred laws 
And kindred charms, new light beſtows; 
While, through the whole, no part is ſeen 
Where Beauty's footſteps have not been. 


* Vide his beautiful little ode to the river Even. 
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And, O were the Taſte, which now 
Decks with praiſe thy modeſt brow, 
Extended to the bright domains, 

Where heavenly- fair Religion reigns, 
Then would thy ſcenes a happy medium prove 
To the firſt great intent of Nature's ardent love! 


XVIII. 


For though refin'd purſuits deſerve applauſe, 
And genuine pleaſure at each ſtep reveal, 
Yet Nature ne'er her brighteſt ſmile beſtows, 
Till holy Faith inſtruct us how to feel; 


Till from vain crowds we ſteal, 


And Virtue ſce a God confeſs'd 
O' er ev'ry atom reign, 

And find her own well- cultur'd breaſt 
A Paradiſe contain; | 


And thus the fond admiring Soul prepare 
For Scenes of endleſs bliſs, paſt utt'rance Good and Fair. 


February, 1780, 


- - Fe N 0 , - « a * * C S N 
„„ — — —— . . ——p ( — ___ w—— — —— —e— —eũ — „ = ro 


1 


U 


OCCASIONAL NOTES 


* E r 


TM R & * 


OCCASIONAL NOTES. 


NOTE I. 


Stanza XII, lines 10, 11. 


Theſe ſcenes of labour'd fancy ill convey 


What thy fair tints and forms at ev'ry ſtep diſplay. 


N Article - 8th of the Addends to the new edition of The Guide to the 
Lakes it is recommended, as a particular that would greatly contribute to the 
perfection of this beautiful region, to have proper objects placed on ſome of the 
eminences with which it abounds. The author of this piece is fully aware of the 
vanity ready to be attributed to every one, who on any occaſion attempts to dictate 
to the public; and yet he cannot but bere (with the greateſt deference) take the 
opportunity to ſuggeſt another particular of a like kind which he fancies may 


merit attention by future touriſts. What is here meant is the erection of neat 


inſcribed pillars, tablets, &c. by the affluent viſitors, near a favourite lake or 


ſtation, ® commemorative of ſome friend, perſon of genius, &c. or of the time 
| when 


® There is no doubt but that leave for erections of this ſort might eaſily be gained on any proper 
fice, and that they would long be preſerved almoſt religiouſly inviolate. 


2 a gr 2 
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when they themſelves enjoyed the pleaſure of viewing the ſurrounding objects. 
They might thus, in a part which gives the faireſt play to genuine feeling and 
fancy, either evince their regard for merit, and their love of nature, or record their 
friendſhips, and recall to the minds of poſterity, that zhey too had viſited Arcadia. 
The undertaking would not only beautify theſe ſcenes, and give occaſion to many 
a pleaſing reflection, but, I flatter myſelf, be a credit to the national taſte, and in 
time become itſelf a new inducement to make a tour, which mult contribute to 
health, while it recreates with the moſt innoceat of pleaſures, Invention would 
find endleſs hints for theſe erections and inſcriptions; but it is ſubmitted to thole, 
who approve of the deſign, whether it would not be proper, as a ſpecimen of ſuch 
commemorative ornaments, to begin with a memorial of the late Dr. Baowx on 
the borders of Derwent-water, and of Mr. Gray near the lake of Graſmere. 


Theſe lakes have received ſingular honour from their pens, and the world will 


long be amuſed and inſtructed by their more elaborate performances. 


NOTE I. 


Stanza XV, lines 3, 4. 


To thy happy ſoil we owe 


Full many an honour'd name. 


T HE difficulty of introducing a liſt of names into verſe is evident. When 
they are numerous a part only muſt be ſelected; and whatever be the rule of 
preference laid down by the poet, ſtill they may prove intractable on account of 
accent and quantity. Regularity and completeneſs mult not therefore in this caſe 

be 
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be expected. But as the deficiency may be remedied by a note, and the author 
fancies a catalogue of the celebrated men, who have been born in the diſtrict of the 
lakes, or at leaſt in the counties of Weſtmorland and Cumberland, might entertain 
his readers, he has ſubjoined the following one. This he was more eſpecially 
induced to draw up, as the late hiſtorians of theſe two counties have not 
thought proper to allot a diſtin portion of their volumes to ſo agreeable a topic; 
nor do their detached accounts enter regularly into the index. — After all, the 
author is conſcious, that this liſt is imperfeQ, but he had not the opportunities 


he could have wiſhed to complete it, 


For ſurther and more particular ſatisfaction it may be neceſſary to obſerve, tnat 
tlloſe names wloſe characters may be found at large in the preſent edition of che 
Biographia Britannica + are marked | B. B.] Thoſe in the Biographical Difionary 
LB. D.] and thoſe in Neorthouck's Difionary [ N.] — An aſteriſm (*) is prefixed 


to tle names that are mentioned in the verſes. 


BAINBRIDGE (Cnr1STOPHER) Archbiſhop of York, and Cardinal-prieft of the 
Romiſh church. Though an author and accounted learned, his writings are loſt, 
and his name is now chiefly remembered as an ambaſſador from FHenry VIII. to 
Pope Julius Il.——He was born at Hilton, near Appleby, (Weſt.); when, is not certain, 
but he died (at Rome) in 1514. [B. B.— 5B. D.] 

SKELTON (Joux) poet laureat to Hemy VIII. Though harſh in his ſatires, 


his other productions are allowed to diſcover imagination. Neither the place nor 


G time 


+ In the new impreſſion of this great work now carrying forward, there is no doubt, but the authors 
will find reaſon to improve it with many northern worthies, omitted in the firſt edition, or who have 


died ſince its publication; ſuch as 81D, SHAW, CHAMBERS, BROWN, LANGHORNE, &c. &c. 
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time of his birth are recorded, but he is ſaid to be deſcended from the Skeltens in 
Cumberland. [ Brit. Biog.] 

® Gitex (Bzanarpd) Rector of Hougbton. A zealous reformer, well ſkilled 
in all the parts of learning then in eſteem, and for his many chriſtian virtues uſually 
called The Apoſtle of the North. He was born in Kentmere, near Kendal, (.) in 1517. 
[B. B—B. D.— N.] 

Grinpat (Eouuno) Archbiſhop of "PM A zealous confeſſor; a lover 
of learning, and the friend of the deſerving. He founded and endowed St. Bees 
ſchool, and was born at Hen/ingham, near Whitehaven, (Cumb.) in 15 19. [B.B.—B.D.] 

* Sanprs (Epwin) Archbiſhop of York. An active reformer, and one of the 
moſt eminent proteſtant preachers and divines of his time. He was concerned in 
making a new tranſlation of the Bible in 1565, and in drawing up the Common 
Prayer and Liturgy. He founded and endowed Hawkſhead ſchool, and was born 
at, or near Hawkſhead, (Lancaſh.) in 1519. [B. B.—B. D. His ſecond ſon, 
Sir Erwin, was alſo famous for his learning, and the author of Europe Speculum. 
His youngeſt ſon, Gzorce, gained much reputation by an elegant tranſlation of 
Ovid. [B. D.] 


AmEzVY (HENRY) Provoſt of Queen's College, Oxford. Author of ſome few 
learned pieces, but moſt remembered for his virtues. He was born in Kentmere 
(V.); when, not known, but he flouriſhed about the year 1560. [B. B.] 

CRACKENTHROP (RICHARD) a learned man, and author of ſeveral tracts. He 
was born at or near Strictland. (V.) Entered at Oxford in 1583, and died in 1624. 
LB. B. Note, vol. 5. p. 3180.] | | 

„ ActionBy (Joxn) Chaplain in ordinary to James J. A moſt accompliſhed 
ſcholar and critic, He had a conſiderable hand in the tranſlation of the New 


Teſtament appointed by James I. in 1604,—He was born at Nunnery, near 
Kirkeſwald. (C.) When, not aſcertained. [B. B.—N.] 


BazxLow 
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oo Bant.ow (TrHomas) Biſhop of Lincoln. A man of prodigious extent of 
learning, which he manifeſted in ſeveral productions. He was born at Lang bill, 
near Orton, (V.) in 1607. [B. BB, D.—N.] 

Bon wick (Jonn) Dean of St. Paul's. A learned man, and a very active and 
loyal friend of Charles 11. He left the greateſt part of his fortune to charitable 
uſes for his native place: This was Witherſlack, near Kendal. (V.) He was born 
in 1612.——His brother PETER was an eminent phyſician in ordinary to Charles II. 
IB. B.] 

Appizon (LAN cZLOr) Dean of Litchfield, and father of the celebrated Joszrn 
Appison, He was a man of oreat natural endowments, learning, and worth, and 
author of ſeveral valuable treatiſes. He was horn at Mauldiſmeaburn, near Appleby, 
(V.) in 1632. [B. B.—B. D.] 

* Mitts (Joan) Chaplain in ordinary to Charles II. celebrated fur his moſt _ 
learned and beautiful edition of the Greek Teſtament, He was born at Hardendale, 
near Shap, (V.) about the year 1645. [B. B.—B. D.—N.] 

Nicotson (WILLIAM) Biſhop of Carliſie. A great ſcholar and antiquarian, which 
he has evinced in a multiplicity of writings. He was born at Orton, (C.) about the 
year 1655. [B. D.—N.] 

SmiTn (Jon) a divine of diſtinguiſhed abilities and learning. He was of fo 
happy a genius, that in the 5th year of his age he had learned the Latin grammar, 
and the Greek in his gth. He was born at Low!/her, near Shap, (V.) in 1659. 
[B. B.—B. D.] | | 

SMITH (Joszrn) younger brother to the preceding Dr. Joux SMITH, was allo an 
eminent divine, and born at Lowther. [B. B.] 

LancBant (GiRrARD) a learned writer of his time. He ſettled £24 per 
annum on the free-ſchool of Barton Kirk, (W.) where he was born.——He had a fon 
GERARD, who was alſo a man of parts, and an author. [B. D.—N.] 
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® Hupson (Jonx) a critic of great learning, and a man of equal probity. 


He diſtinguiſhed himfelf to the learned abroad as well as at home, by ſeveral 


valuable editions of Greek and Latin authors. He was born at Videbope, near 
Cockermouth, (C.) in 1662. [B. B.— B. D..] 
Guns (Epuunp) Biſhop of London. A prelate of diſtinguiſhed worth, 


learning, and vigilance: Author of ſeveral well-known tracts, and famed for his 


knowledge in the Engliſh eccleſiaſtical conſtitution. He was born at Knipe, near 
Shap, (N.) in 1669. [B. B.—B. D.-—N.]-—Tnromas G1B39n, M. D. the 
noted author of a book on Anatomy, was his uncle, and born at the ſame place, 
f Burn's Meſtm.] 

* TickELL (Thomas) a poet of great and well-known merit. His elegant 
productions placed him in his own time at the head of the minor poets, but kis 
genius 1s the more admired, the more it is known. He was born at Bridekirk, near 
Cockermouth. (C.) F The time of his birth is not recorded, but he died in 1740. 
[LB. B. Note p. 14. 2d Sup. v. 6th —B. D.—N.] 

* Cramrrrs (ErRHRALIM) the celebrated author of the Dictionary of Arts and 
Sciences. He was born at a village called Milton, near the middle of the road 
between Burton and Kendal (V.); when, not certain, but he died about 1940. [N.] 
 Cortinson (PETER) a noted and intelligent member of the Royal Society, and 
diſtinguiſhed by his virtues as well as knowledge. He was born at Ings, or Hugil?, 
near Kends!, (V.) in 1693. [N.] 

Snaw (Trouas) Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Regius profeſſor of Greek at 


Oxford, and well known to the learned world by his travels into Barbary and the 


Levant. He was born at Kendal, (V.) in the year 1694. T [N.] 


SxtD 


t Dean is commonly mentioned as his birth place, but I believe erroneouſly, 
+ This date is from his friends. Noortbouck's is 1692. 
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SznD (JextMIian) © A man of the moſt able head, and amiable heart; * author 
of ſome admirable and popular ſermons. He was born at Clifton, (.) near Penrith; 
when, not aſcertained, but he died in 1747. [B D.] | 

FoTHERGILL (GEoRGE) Principal of St. Edmund Hall, in Oxferd; author of two 
volumes of excellent ſrmons, which in the Critical Review are claſſed with the 
writings of theſe able advocates of chriſtianity, Chillingworth, Hooker, and Leland. 
He was born at Lockbolme, in Ravenſtondale, (V.) in 1705. [B. D.] 

DaLTox (Joan) a man of molt elegant learning, exquiſite wit, and amiable 
manners. He adapted Milton's Maſque to the ſtage, and was author of the poem 
deſcriptive of the vale of Keſwick, &. He was born at Dean, near Cockermouth, (C.) 
in 1709. [B. D.] 

* Reren (Jos1an) ſchool-maſter of Sebergham, author of a volume of poems, 
which, if not characteriſed by any ſtrong marks of genius, nevertheleſs intitle him 
to a place among the minor poets. His paſtorals in the Cumberland dialect have 
certainly great merit. The collection is introduced with a biographical preface by 
the Rev. Mr. Denton mentioned below, and every one who reads it will allow with 
him, that, ReLen's life and virtues (whatever his genius and writings may do) 
deſerve very well to be remembered, ”——He was born at Sebergbam, near Carli/le, 
(C.) in 1742. | | 

* SoweRBY (Jost yn) a man of moſt extraordinary genius and proficiency in 
the mathematics, Though, on account of his early death, and other circumſtances, 
he has not left any works behind him to perpetuate his name, yet his uncommon 
abilities, and amiable manners, deſerve to be recorded; and I wiſh this light revival 
of is memory may induce fome perſon who knows his hiſtory to draw up a regular 
account of his lite for the inſpection of the public. Though it is from the fruit we 
are the molt ready to praiſe the tree, yet promiſing b/oſſoms ever delerve admiration, 
ſhould they not arrive at the maturity which demands our gratitude, That what 
is iclatcd of him here, and at the cloſe of the ſtanza icfcrred to, is not without 


H foundation 
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foundation may be ſeen by the following character which was inſerted in the-papers 
and magazines of the time, and ſaid to be drawn up by Dr. Bradley, profeſſor of 
Aſtronomy at Oxford, But whoever wrote it, the concluding encomium I am 
informed was not judged extravagant by thoſe who knew his abilities, and his 
pupils, that are yet alive, ſpeak of him with an enthuſiaſm almoſt approaching to 
veneration. | 

« October 12, 1249. On Thurſday laſt died at his lodgings in Edmonton, Mr 
Jeſeph Sowerby of Murrah, * in Cumberland, A gentleman not only of uncommon 
genius, but ſingular proficiency in mathematical learning. Withour education to 
improve, without fortune to advance. without friends to recommend him. 
without breeding to engage,—withour addreſs to win, without eloquence to 
perſuade, he not only deſerved but procured the eſteem of the moſt converſant in 
that noble and abſtruſe ſcience, But that exceſſive application to ſtudy, which 
(under all theſe diſadvantages) brought him into the regard of the learned world, 
cut off, at the age of 28, a genius that wanted only time to have ripened into that 
of a ſecond Newton. ® | 

To this liſt we may ſubjoin the following names (out of ſeveral others 1 have 
not opportunity to collect) which, though they have not yet been introduced into 
our popular biography, ſome of them, at leaſt, will enrich it at a future periode 

Tnomas DENTOVW, M. A. late Rector of Aſtead, in Surry, author of the 
Conſolations of human life, in Dodſiey's, and the Houſe of Superſtition, in Pearcb's 
Collection of Poems. He was born at Sebergham, near Carliſle, (C.) Dr. FeLToN, 
Principal of St. Edmund Hall, in Oxford, author of a well-known and elegant 
Diſſertation on the Claſſics, was certainly either a Cumberland, or a Weſtmorland man. 
At Brough, (W.) was born WiLL1am Tnomson, Fellow of Queen's College, Oxford, 


author of the poem on Sickneſs in four books, and other poctical pieces. The late 
| Dr. 


In the pariſh of Gray/toch, 
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Dr. Joszyn Brown, Provoſt of Queen's College, Oxford, known to the learned 
world by an elegant edition of Barberini's Poems, was born at Dacre, near Ulle water. 


(C.) Popular fame has given Wigton, in Cumderland, the honour of being the birth- 


place of Dr, Brown, author of the Fſſays on the Characteriſtics, the travedies of 


Barbaroſſa, Atbelſtan, &c. but candour obliges the writer of the foregoing lines to 
confeſs, (what he has learn'd ſince they were written) that Ro#bbury, in Northumberland, 
was the real place of his nativity, though he was brought from thence to JV igton 
(where his father was Rector) ſo young as to be conveyed in a baſket. 

. LANGHORNE, the poet, lately deceaſed, was born at Minton, near Kirkby 
Stephen. (M.) 

We may yet add, that Hoc Ax Tn, the famous painter, was of Weſtmorland extraction, 
from a place called Kirkby-Thore, F and that it is highly probable, though not 


certain, that the great reformer J/zck/iff was born in one of theſe two counties. 4 


NOTE ML 


Stanza XVI, lines 10, 11. 


And, were it meet to dwell on living fame, 


Still do thy ſtudious ſons high Attic honours claim. 


A properly informed mind, I ſhould think, would always experience a peculiar 
difficulty in publicly touching upon the characters of men; eſpecially of thoſe 
that are living. The preſent licentious ſtate of the preſs has, however, in a good 
meaſure deſtroyed this delicacy, and the ſelf-intereſted touriſt (as well as the factious 


politician) 


+ Burn's Weſtmorland, p. 504. 
See Gilpin's Life of Mic. 
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politician) now finds his account, more in retailing perſonal anecdotes, and giving 
glimpſes (however partial and imperfe@) at living character, than in the avowed 
purport of his title- page. When this practice terminares in cex/ure, there is certainly 
ſomething cruel in it, and when in praiſe, though well meant and morally right, it 
may nevertheleſs for many reaſons give pain to the object. Partly from theſe 
conſiderations the author here foregocs a tempting opportunity to introduce a few 
pages into his work, which would ſtand a great chance, merely of themſelves, to 
recommend the reſt to public notice. For there are ſeveral men now living, born 
in the neighbourhood of the lakes, that for ſtrength of genius, depth of learning, 
proficiency in arts, elegance of taſte, and rectitude of underſtanding, are an 
ornament to their age and nation. Still however he declines being particular: 
He is afraid of hurting the delicacy of ſome with the manner of the notice, and 
offending all with the inſignificance of the vehicle. 


FINIS. 


